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In the following account I locate this evidence in The lower part of the forehead 
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Uhere are only two drawings connected with the T 
Fi | k ‘he apple of the eye 
workshop of Jan van Eyck (c.1395—1441), although Around the pupil 


the fine graphic skills they present indicate that Dark vellowish* 


he was a practised draughtsman. One portrays 


a chent from life to enable a painting to be made 
when the sitter was absent, since van Eyck made 
detailed colour notes on the drawing (Plate 1.2). 

This drawing presents a relentless observational 
accuracy which is somewhat suppressed 
for reasons of social decorum — in the eventual 
painting (Plate 1.3). The drawing derives from 
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This book explores key themes in the making of Renaissance painting, sculpture, 
architecture, and prints: the use of specific techniques and materials, theory and 
practice, change and continuity in artistic procedures, conventions and values. It 
also reconsiders the importance of mathematical perspective, the assimilation of the 
antique revival, and the illusion of life. Embracing the full significance of Renaissance 
art requires understanding how it was made. As manifestations of technical expertise 
and tradition as much as innovation, artworks of this period reveal highly complex 
creative processes--allowing us an inside view on the vexed issue of the notion of a 
renaissance. -- from publisher description 
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The wrinkles, prominent veins, sagging flesh and 
balding hairline of someone who was probably 60 
at the time of the portrayal are all indicated, yet 
the delicacy of the medium allows the suggestion 
of a smile. The painting (which can only be dated 
broadly as made between 1435 and 1441, when van 
Eyck died) presented a portrait which was larger 
in scale than the drawing. It ignored the red nose, 
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